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HE Town ſeems at preſent greatly di- 

1 vided in their Opinions, in relation to 
the Caſe of Elizabeth Canning. Some are per- 
ſuaded that ſhe ſuffered all thoſe Hardſhips, 
which ſhe and Virtue Hall ſwore to upon her 
Trial; and that her Friends, who are Gentle- 
men of Probity and Reputation, who had 
made a ſtrict Examination into the Affair, ſaw 
Her in the ſad Condition ſhe was in when ſhe 
came home, and afterwards were at the pains 
to take her to Wells's Houſe, where they in- 
formed themſelves of every Particular, could 
not be deceived themſelves, nor had any View 
to deceive others; that had there been any Signs 
of Fraud or Colluſion in the Caſe, it is im- 
poſſible but they muſt have diſcovered ſome 
Traces of the Villainy ; which if they had done, 
their Characters ou ha ve ſecured them from 
| | the 
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the Imputation of countenancing or encon- 
Taging ſuch an iniquitous Proceeding. Beſides, 
the Girl herſelf was fo well known to them all, 
that they had no Room to ſuſpect, that one fo. 
young, ſo ignorant, and ſo unacquainted with 
the Tricks of the Town, could have Cunning 
enough to contrive, or Boldneſs to execute a 
Scheme of this Nature; neither could they be- x 
lieve ſhe had any Accomplice to aſſiſt her in it, * 
becauſe they were well aſſured the never kept 3 
any ſuch Sort of Company. 


Bur to make this Caſe, as repreſented by 
E. Canning and her Friends, ſtill the more pro- 
bable, they ſay, the Characters of the Perſons 

who have been found Guilty of this Barbarity, 
_ ſufficiently corroborate the Evidence that has 
been given againſt them. Wells, they ſay, is = 
notorious for keeping a bad Houſe, and enter- 3s 
taining Company of very looſe Morals; and all 
the World knows, that all Manner of Wicked- Y 
neſs is practiſed in ſuch Reforts. Since there- 4 
fore it is allowed on all Hands that Wells kept 3 
ſuch a Houſe, there is nothing improbable in 
aſſerting that this Scene of Villainy was acted 
there, 


| MARY SQUIRES, it ſeems, is one of 
thoſe vagrant People called Gipſeys, who wan- 
der about the Country, and get Money out of 
the Ignorant and Credulous, under the Pretence 
of telling them their Fortunes, and are often 
guilty of worſe Practices. Is there any Thing 

therefore, fay they, incongruous in ſuppoling, | 
. | =_ that 
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that an old Gipſey-woman, who has all her 
Life-time been practiſed in Frauds and pilfer- 
ing, ſhould at laſt rob a poor filly Girl of her 
Stays? Tis well known that ſome of theſe Crea- 
tures have been convicted of Crimes as nefa- 
rious as this; and as they never act from Prin- 
ciples of Honeſty, conſequently they are capa- 


- wake perpetrating the worſt Kinds of Villainy. 


ALL, this is urg'd by thoſe who defend the 
Cauſe of E. Canning. On the other Side, thoſe 
who think they have Reaſon to doubt the Truth 


of the Facts alledged on her- Behalf, object, 


that though they ſhould allow all that is above 
advanced, yet upon examining the Evidence 
that was given upon her Trial, they have ſuffi- 


cient Cauſe to except to the Veracity of the 


Caſe, as there ſtated, 


Tux v obſerve, that Canning, in her Evidence, 
ſays, that when the two Men had robbed her, 


one of them gave her a Blow on the Temple, 


which threw her into a Convulſton-fit, which 
render'd her inſenſible. It is hardly to be ſup- 
ofed that they were many Minutes in doin 
this; for this Sort of Gentry generally do their 
Buſineſs with the utmoſt Expedition, as well 
knowing the Danger of Delay: However, when 
ſhe comes to be croſ-examined, ſhe is aſk'd, 
How long thoſe two Men continued with her in 


 Moor-fields? Her Anſwer is, About half an 


Hour. But how could ſhe tell that, when ſhe 
became inſenſible immediately on the Stroke 
that was given her? For it is not to be imagined 
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that they were half an Hour in robbing her; 
and it is plain, from her own ſhewing, ſhe re- 
ceived the Blow upon her ſcreaming out and 
ſtruggling with them, 


CANNING is again ask'd, In what Man- 


ner ſhe imagined ſhe was conveyed to the Place 
where ſhe found herſelf on her Recovery about 


four o'Clock in the Morning? Her Reply is, 


She thought they had dragged her along by her 


Petticoats, by her being ſo dirty. It is certain, 
by her Account, that they had been ſeven 


Hours in bringing her thus far. Now, ſay theſe 
Objectors, is it conſonant to Reaſon, that 


theſe Men ſhould put themſelves to the im- 


menſe Trouble of dragging along ſuch a dead 


Weight between them as ſhe muſt be, if in her 
Fits all that Time, for ten Miles together, with- 

out any View or Proſpect of Advantage or Re- 
ward for their Labour ? For they had already 
taken her Money and her Cloaths, and what 
could they expect more? 


Wuzn ſhe came home, Mr. Wintlebury, 
her former Maſter, asked her where ſhe had 
been? She ſaid, upon the Hertfordſhire Road. 


He ask'd, Her how ſhe knew that? She ſaid, 


Becauſe ſhe ſaw her Miſtreſs's Coachman go by, 
who uſed to carry her into the Country. Yet 
this Road is two or three Fields off from the 
Houſe, as ſhe declares in the Account ſhe gives 
of the Manner of her Eſcape from thence. But 
js it credible ſhe could ſo exactly diſtinguiſh that 
Try | Coach 
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Coach or Driver at that Diſtance, and whete 
the Sight muſt be interrupted by the Inter 
poſition of Trees and Hedges ? "ts 


AGAIN; It was farther affirm'd, that 
during the whole Month of her Confine- 
ment ſhe had no Paſſage thro' her. But 
whether it is poſſible for Life to ſubſiſt ſo 
long without the natural Evacuations of the 
Body, muſt be left to the leirned Phy- 
ſicians to determine; yet this may be ob- 
ſerved, That the Nig!:t ſhe was ſeiz d, ſhe 
was juſt come from viſiting her Uncle and 
Aunt, with whom no doubt ſhe had eat 
and drank plentifully. Now, can it be ima- 
gined that this Food, then taken, did not 
make its Paſſage thro' her Body in twenty- 
four Hours or thereabouts even tho' ſhe took 
no more for ſeveral Days afterwards ? This 
ſeems altogether incomprehenſible to the 
Underſtanding of any thinking Man. | 


ANOTHER Obſervation that theſe Ob- 
jectors make is, that when 897/res knew 
that the Girl had made her Eſcape, had 
ſhe been conſcious to herſelf thar ſhe had 
robb'd her, ſhe would naturally have made 
off with all the Haſte ſhe could, for Fear 
of that Puniſhment to which her Crime muſt 
certainly expoſe her; for in all Reaſon the 
might ſuppoſe, that the poor Girl, who had 
been robbed, and fo barberouſly uſed by 
her, would take the ſpeedieſt Method to do 
herſelf Juſtice. And yet we find, three 
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Days afterwards, that not only this poor old 


Gipſey, but her Son and Daughter, and the 
reſt of the Family, were all at Home art 
the Time when the Proſecutors came to ap- 
prehend em; where they certainly would 


not have been, had they entertain'd the 


leaſt Apprehenſion of being taken into Cu- 
ſtody. Fear always breeds Caution and Cir- 
cumſpection, eſpecially when Conſcioufneſs 
of Guilt tells us we have rendered ourſelves 
obnoxious to the Severity of the Law. But 
where there is no Guilt, there is no Fear; In- 


nocence, ſecure in itſelf, makes no Proviſion 


ſor its Safety. 


ANOTHER Thing deſerving Conſideration 
3s, That this Girl, after ſhe had ſubſiſted for a 
Month upon a ſmall Quantity of Bread and 


Water, and conſequently muſt be reduced 


to the laſt Extremity of Weakneſs and Im- 
becility; yet ſhe walked home that Night in 
fix Hours, and yet, after ſhe had been refreſh- 
ed for three Days ſucceſſively with the moſt 
comfortable Things that could be got for her, 
ſhe was hardly able to ſtand upon her Legs, 
and forc'd to be lifted and carried in the 
Arms of the Gentlemen who convey'd her 
to Velllis's Houſe. How this can be aceount- 
ed for, let thoſe, who have the Care of her 


Defence, make appear. 


Bur what can be faid in Defence of the 
two ſuppoſed Criminals, Nells and Squires? 
Is not the firſt notorious for her ſcandalous 
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Life? and does not the very Piofefſion of 


the other ſuppoſe her to be a Vagabond, a 


Cheat, and an Impoſtor? Well! ſuppoſing 
they both have led very bad Lives, and that 
their Characters are as black as they have been 


painted; I ſuppoſe it will beallow'd, that they 


are only puniſhable for the Crimes of which 
they are really guilty, and not to be que- 
ſion'd for ſuch as they never committed; for 
'tis a Maxim in our Law, that no Man is 
deem'd guilty, till he ſhall be found fo by 
his Country. And altho' theſe two unhip= 
py Wretches have fallen under the Sentence of 
the Law, yet if it ſhould be proved, that this 
Sentence has been obtain'd by the Means of 
falſe Evidence, will not this take off the 
Edge of our Reſentment againſt them? What=- 
ever they have deſerved in other Reſpects, 
yet, if in this they are innocent, ſurely they 
are entitled to ſome Share in our Compaſſion. 
Sentence of Death has been pafſed upon 
Suires; let us reflect on the Horrors that 
muſt accompeny a Perſon in ſuch a Situation. 
Beſides, the Miſeries of a Jail, which are fo 
deplorable that they can hardly be deſcrib'd 

even by thoſe that feel them, eſpecially _ 
when aggravated with the Reflection of not 
deſerving them, muſt foften the moſt ſtony 
Heart, and humanize the moſt rigid Stoick. 
Tis to be hoped, that the Puniſhment they 


have already undergone, for Crimes they are 
not guilty of, will make ſuch an Impreſſion 


on their Minds, as to induce them ſincerely 


to repent of thoſe which their own Con- 


ſciences 
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ſciences charge them with. Should their 


preſent miſerable Condition produce this 


happy Effect, I preſume every Chriſtian will 


ſo far imitate his Maker, as to acquit them of 


thoſe Tranſgreſſions which they now have 
in Abhorrence. 


WELLS has ſuffer'd the Ignominy of 
being burnt in the Hand, for harbouring, 


comforting and maintaining the other ſup- 
poſed Criminal; but, if Syuires is found in- 


nocent, Nells muſt be ſo of courſe, and 
conſequently has unjuſtly and injuriouſly ſuf- 
ſer'd all the Pain, Shame and Miſery, as one, 
really guilty of her alledged Crime, muſt 
have undergone. Shall we ſay, ſhe has merit- 
ed her Puniſhment by her. other Iniquities ? 
Shall a Man be conderan'd to the Gallows 
for Petty Larceny, becauſe he has the Cha- 
rater of a Pick- pocket or Highwayman ? 
No, tis not his Character, but real Facts 


that condemn him, and for ſuch Facts only 


as he ſhall be proved guilty of. Let us not 
then load a poor unhappy Wretch with her 
former Miſcarriages, when ſhe is preſs'd 
down with the unſupportable Burden of 
ſuch as ſhe is an utter Stranger to. Let us 
diſcriminate between her real and pretended 


Offences, and common Humanity will teach 
us Pity to thoſe Misfortunes, which, not 


her own, but the Iniquity of others, have 
brought upon her. 


Bur 
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Bo r it is ſaid, That the Characters of the 
Gentlemen who have carried on the Proſe- 


cution for Canning, are unexceptionable, that 


they could not be deceiv'd themſelves, and 


were incapable of impoſing upon others. 


But they who talk in this Manner, muſt be 
very much unacquainted with the World. 
Who knows not that Knaves and Villains 
diſguiſe themſelves in a thouſand Shapes to 
carry on their Purpoſes of deceiving the 
Honeſt and Credulous? Men of Art and 
Cunning are always on the Watch, and omit 
no Opportunities of advancing their Projects; 
whereas Men of Probity, who have no De- 
ſigns but ſuch as ſquare with the exacteſt 
Rectitude and good Faith, have the leaſt 
Suſpicion of Male- practices in others, and 
therefore are the more eaſily made a Prey to 
thoſe who are practiſed in Artifice. Men of 


the greateſt Wiſdom, the moſt penetrating 


Judgment, the acuteſt Sagacity, haye ſome- 
times been made Dupes to their own Excellen- 
cies. To be always on our Guard is impoſſi- 
ble; the human Faculties will not bear to be 
continually on the Stretch ; there muſt be a 
Relaxation of the Attention; and it is in 


* 


thoſe mg Momeats that we are moſt 
liable to Impoſition. ue?” 


I T can therefore be no Tmputation on the 
Honour or good Senſe of Canning Friends, 
if in the Event it ſhould appear they have 
been deceived. TEINS believed, that 
$I FIT of , : | her 
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her Caſe was exactly as ſne had repreſented it, 
and there were the greateſt Probabilities to con- 
firm them in that Perſuaſion. They knew 
ſhe had been abſent for a Month, they ſaw her 
return in a moſt miſerable Condition, they 
heard her deſcribe the Manner in which ſhe 
had been uſed, and the Place of her Confine- 
ment; their own View of the Place concurred 
with her Deſcription of it; and the Perſons 
they found there, the ſame as ſhe affirmed had 
before ſo cruelly uſed her. All theſe Circum- 
ſtances. will ſufficiently juſtify their Conduct in 
their ſubſequent Proceedings, and muſt acquit 
them of impoſing a fictitious Story upon the 
4 however they might be deceived them- 
A | | 


Bur that they were deceiv'd, is the Opinion 
of a great Number of People of the firſt Di- 
ſtinction for Senſe and Underſtanding. And 
this Opinion is founded not only on the many 
Improbabilities that riſe from the Caſe itſelt, as 
it appears on Canning's Evidence, but likewiſe 
from ſeveral Diſcoveries that have been made 
ſince the Trial and Condemnation of the two 
ſuppoſed Criminals, 


SEVERAL of the Improbabilities which oc- 
cur on the Perufal of her Narrative, I have 
already mentioned; Mr. Fielding, I perceive, 
has ſtarted ſome others: Thoſe which I have 
obſerved, appear to me and many others, as 
hard of Digeſtion as thoſe he has raiſed ; which, 
had 'he thought of, he would no doubt have 

C anſwered 
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anſwered with the ſame Facility and Judgment 
with which he has ſolved his own, In what 
Manner he has performed this, | deſerves ſome 
Conſideration. | | Cie, FAIR. 


I acres with him, that Canning's Narra- 
tive is ſo extraordinary, and conſiſts of ſo ma- 
ny ſtrange Particulars, that it reſembles rather 
a wild Dream than a real Fact. I am likewiſe 
of his Opinion, that it doth not well appear 
with what Motive theſe Men carried this poor 
Girl ſuch a Length of Way, or indeed that 
they had any Motive at all for ſo doing. But I 
cannot think, with him, that they took ſo much 
pains merely to exerciſe a Sort of wanton Cruelty. 
Can any Man of common Senſe imagine, that 
two Men ſhould employ themſelves ſeven Hours 


together, lugging and havling along for ten 


Miles, in the Middle of the Night, a poor Crea- 
ture that had loſt her Senſes, and conſequently 
had no Power to give any Motion to her Body, 
and all this only to divert themſelves? 


_ Bes1DEs this, he adds indeed a Motive ſome- 
what more probable, and that is, that they 
might deſire to increaſe the Number of Whores 


and Gipſies in the Family of Mother Wells: 


But it does not appear through the whole Nar- 
rative of this Affair, that Mother Fells kept 
any Girls at all in her Family for ſuch Purpoſes. 
For tho' the kept an open Houſe ſor the Reſort 
of ſuch Kind of People, yet her Viſitors, both 
male and female, were only Lodgers for a 


HI - 
Night, and gone in the Morning. Virtue 
Hall was the only Woman, beſides herſelf, that 
reſided conſtantly: in the Houſe, and ſhe, it 
ſeems, came there only as a Lodger, though 
afterwards ſhe might be ſeduced into the bad N 
Practices there followed. S0 that this could | 
not poſſibly be the Motive to induce theſe Men 
to give themſelves ſo much Trouble without 
e any End. 


HIS other Reaſon, that it might be to in- 
creafe the Train of the Gipſies, is of the ſame 
Force. For What great Advantage could they 
propoſe to themſelves by adding ſuch a poor 
Creature to their Gang? Were they not ſen- 
ſible, by the Plague they had to get her aloog, 4 
that ſhe was ſenſeleſs, or in a Fit all the while ? 1 
And could they imagine ſhe would have no 
Returns afterwards ? Inſtead therefore of mak- 
ing any Advantage to their Society, they muſt 
needs foreſee that they were bringing an In- 
cumbrance upon them. Beſides, they have 
Opportunities enough in traverſing the Country 

to inveigle ignorant and unwary Youth. into 

| pi Company, whenever they have a Mind 
10 increaſe it, and therefore had no Occaſion 7 
to form ſuch an extraordinary Scheme as this q \ 
was. {jp 


_ 7 Soopofition that they deſigned to ſtarve 
ber out of her Virtue, as this Gentleman infi- . 
nuates, does not ſeem at all likely, For it is 3 
apparent that the Gipſey-woman was only con- $ 
cerned 1n this Part of the Afﬀair. Now it a 
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well known that Gipſies never tarry long in a 
Place, unleſs it be at their Head-quarters, and 
are continually ſtrolling about from one Town 
or Village to another, where they ſeldom abide 
above two or three Nights; for as they ate com- 
monly, Pilferers as well as Fortune: tellers, they 
are conſtantly. ſhifting their Quarters to avoid 
the Laſh of Juſtice. But this old Gipſey, Mary 
Squires, ſtays no leſs than a Month at Mother 
Wellss, and for what Purpoſe ? Why, to ſtarve 
a poor filly Girl into a Compliance with her 
own. wicked Courſe of Life, and upon her 
Refuſal, even to murder her! Can any thing 
be more incredible ? This is to exceed the molt 
monſtrous Fiction in Romance! and he that 
can ſwallow this, will not boggle at the moſt 
incongruous Abſurdities. Gipſies are not ſuch 
Fools as to .run. thoſe Hazards, for they dread 
nothing more than falling into the Hands of 
Juſtice. It is by their cunniog, artful Deceits 
they live, and if ſometimes they do Penance in 
the Stocks, ot at the Cart's Tail, tis but rarely 
we ſee any of them ſwing on à Gallows; +: 


ANOTHER Improbability, ſtarted by this 
Gentleman, is, That theſe Men ſhould be able 
* to carry this Girl the Length of ten Miles in 
* a dark Night. This ſeems to me a Difficulty 
not eaſily maſtered ; to make it ſtill more un- 
accountable, he adds, That it wanted but two 
Days of a New Moon, and conſequently the 


Night muſt be exceeding dark at that Seaſon 
of the Year. | | 


Bur 
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Bur this Objection, as much as it may ſeem 
to leſſen the Probability of the Story, he ex- 
plains away till he has quite loſt it, and at laſt 
concludes, it deſerves no Anſwer at all. But 
by his Leave, I would appeal even to Common 
Senſe, whether it is probable, I might ſay, poſ- 
Hble for theſe Men to log a ſenſeleſs Body along 
for ten Miles together, during the darkeſt Part 
of a moonleſs Night? And ſhould it be thought 
poſſible, whether it can enter into the Belief of 
any 'Man that they did ſo? For there lies the 
Streſs of the Argument. If they really did it, 
they muſt have ſome very great Inducements, 
to prevail with them to undertake ſuch a labo- 
nous Exerciſe, What theſe Inducements were, 
have not yet been ſhewn, at leaſt to the Satis- 
faction of the Publick. For the Motives hi- 
therto alledged for this unaccountable Enter- 
priſe, are ſo frivolous, as ſcarce to deſerve a ſe- 
rious Anſwer, were it not to convince weak 
Minds of the Abſurdities that are obtruded upon 
their Underſtandingss . 


Axorurx Objection which this Gentleman 
throws in our Way, is, How ſhe could ſur- 
vive this Uſage, and be kept alive with no 
other Suſtenance than ſhe declares ſhe had? 
But this he 07/ely leaves to be aſcertained by 
the Phyſicians. No, as he is undoubtedly ac- 
quainted with ſome of the moſt eminent of 
them, it would have been a Satisfaction to the 
Publick, had he conſulted ſome of the ableſt 
and communicated their Sentiments; for wo 
T 170 | | their 
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their Opinion might not be concluſive, yet 

it would have had great Weight in the ter- 
minating the Probability of the Caſe, and 
ſtopt the Mouths of many incredulous Peo- 
ple, who cannot be perſuaded that Nature 
could 16 long ſuſtain ſuch a terrible Oppreſ- 
ſion. However, he contents himſelf with 
ſay ing, That it was poſſible, and that ſhe did 
ſurvive it; which is ſaying nothing, unleſs 
it had been prov'd, that ſhe had actually 
ſuffered theſe Hardſhips in the Manner up- 
on which his Concluſion is founde. 


AN O THE ſurpriſing Circumftrance he 
- mentions, ,is, * That ſhe ſhould ſo. well have 
0 er her ſmall Pittance, as to retain 
« ſome of it till within two Days of her 
Eſcape.” His Anſwer is, That ſhe was 
ſo affected with the dreadful Situation ſhe 
was in, that ſhe eat ſcarce any Thing for 
the firſt Days of her Confinement, and 
afterwards had ſo little Appetite, that ſhe 
could ſcarce ſwallow the hard Morſels that 


were allowed her.' 
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Ho w E VER improbable this may ſeem; L 
ſhall not conteſt the Poſſibility of it, and 
only obſerve, that in the laſt Clauſe of this 
Anſwer, there is a wide Deviation from 
what Canning ſwore upon her Trial. Here 
it is ſaid, ſbe could ſcarce ſcwalloto the hard 
Morſels that were allow'd ber; there ſhe 
declares, ' that her Bread was quite hard; 
and that ſbe uſed to ſoak it in the _ 
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data =y Difficulty, el, he au 
zs no leſs ſhocking to Reaſon and common 

Senſe, is, That ſhe. ſhould undergo all 
this Hardſhip and Faſting without at- 
*' tempting ſooner to make her Eſcape, or 
5; perceiving the Poſſibility of doing it in the 
Manner the effected it at laft.” This Ob- 
jection he thinks has ſo little in it, that itſcarce 
deſerves mentioning. 1 he vouchſafes 
it a pretty long Anſwer, tlie Subſtance of 
which is, That, in the Inconveniencies we 
meet with in Life, we often over-look thoſe 
Mays of extricating ourſelves, which, when 
difcover'd, appear'd to have bcen, from the 
firſt, extremely eaſy and obvious; and that 
we may eaſily imagine that this poor ſimple 
Child, under all her Weakneſs, Depreſſion 
and Confuſion, little regarded the Means of 
her ee, till . forced her to ** 
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IX * to this, 1 ſhall obſerve, that 


this poor fimple Child, as ſhe is call'd, is 
near eighteen Years of 'Ape ; an Age when 
the Female Sex have generally their Wits 
about em, feel the Strength of their Capa- 


eities, and perhaps exert their Qualities and 


Excellencies more at that Time than they do 
either before ot aſter. Whatever Charms they 


peſſeſs, either of Body or Mind, they are then 


| her of diſplaying them to the deſt Ad vantage. 
3 tho this Girl be harmtefs and ignorant, 
Rea never heard any Body call her Fool. 


a EE; reads Ur Trial will obſerve, 
that 
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that ſhe gave pertinent Anſwers to all the 
Queſtions the Court ask'd her. Can it be 
ſuppos'd then, that during a whole Month's | 
Confinement, in this extreme Miſery, ſhe 
ſhould never once entertain a Thought of 
getting out of it ? Incredible to imagaine it! 

Bur I will go a Step farther. In reading 
her Trial J obſerve, that when her Friends 
took her down to Velli's Houſe, ſome of 
them ask'd her, if ſhe had ſeen any Thing 
ſhe could remember thro' the Caſement? U 
on which ſhe deſcrib'd Chinkford Hill, and 
ſome Houſes on the other ſide the Lane. So 
that amidſt all her Sorrows, it's evident ſhe 
had ſome Intervals of Freedom to make Ob- 
ſervations. Now it ſeems very ſtrange, and 
indeed pat my Conception, that the Means 
of her Deliverance, the very Thing which 
moſt nearly concerned her, ſhould be the 
leaſt and laſt in her Thoughts. 

THE laſt Improbability he takes Notice 
of is, © That at the Time of her Eſcape, ſhe 
* ſhould have Strength ſufficient left, not on- 
ly to break Her Priſon, but to walk eleven 
© or twelve Miles to her own Home, which 
is indeed, enough to ſtagger our Belief.” 
But how does he account for this Strange, 
unaccountable, and ſcarce credible Story, as 
he truely calls it? Why, he leaves this Ob- 
jection, as he did that, How ſhe could /urvwe 

ſuch Uſage, to the Diſcuſſion of Phyſicians. 
However, he is ſure it's poſſible, and very 
much queſtions, whether her Deſpair does 
not make it probable, ſince this is known 
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to add no leſs Strength to the Body than 

to the Mind, : | 
'T1s true, Deſpair has enabled Perſons, on 
a ſudden, to perform Things even beyond their 
natural Abilities. Yet this ſurpriſing Capacity 
is but of a ſhort Duration; 'tis a Flaſh ſoon 
extinguiſhed ; for where Nature does not af- 
ford a conſtant Supply to aſſiſt the Action, it 
muſt quickly ceaſe of Courſe; and when her 
Powers are wound up to ſuch a Pitch, and her 
whole Stock of Spirits are collected, as it were, 
to a Point, it is impoſſible they ſhould conti- 
nue long in the ſame Poſition; the Spirits will 
diſſipate, and fall into their forſaken Channels. 
Now as to Canning, ſhe is repreſented, at 
the Time of her Eſcape, and many Days af- 
terwards, as ſo debilitated by the ſevere Hard- 
ſhips ſhe had undergone, and her long Abſti- 
nence from Food, as to have hardly any 
Strength left ; for, when three Days afterwards 
ſhe was carried down to Wellss Houle, 
her Friends were obliged to lift her out of the 
Chaiſe, carry her into the Houſe, and ſet her 
upon a Dreſſer; after that ſhe was carried in a 
Chaiſe to Juſtice Fielding's, and led up into the 
Room between two. All which is manifeſtly 
true; and to ſuppoſe that Deſpair could furniſh 
her with Strength and Spirits enough to ſup- 
port her for Six Hours together, and to walk 
eleven or twelve Miles upon a Stretch, in ſuch 
a2 Condition, is to ſuppoſe Things directly con- 
trary to the human Underſtanding, and the 
uſual Operations of Nature, It is to ſuppoſe 
that Miracles are not ceaſed, and that ſhe was 
| aa: extra- 
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extraordinarily aſſiſted by a ſuperior Power, in 
accompliſhing ſuch a prodigious Undertaking. 

Ou Author having thus caiſed and aniwer- 
ed the Improbabilities of the Facts as related 
in her Caſe, proceeds next to oppoſe them 
with other Improbabilities, of another kind, 
ariſing from her Incapacity of executing ſuch an 
Enterprize. To this Purpoſe he aſæs, Why 
did this Girl conceal the Perſon who thus 
cruelly uſed her? What Motive can be in 
* vented for laying this heavy Charge on thoſe 
* Perſons who are innocent? That ſhe has not 
Wit enough to invent ſuch a Story, nor Aſ- 
ſurance to ſupport it ſo long, in the Manner 
* ſhe has done; and that ſhe ſhould fix on a 
Place fo far from home, and where ſhe had 
© never been before.” All this he deduces from 
the knowa Character of the Girl among her 
Neighbours, who. have known her from her 
Infancy. | 1 | 

Bur how ſpecious ſoever this Reaſoning 
may be, yet if the Iflue of thoſe Enquiries 
which are now fo induſtriouſly purſued, ſhould 
ſhew, that the whole Story is a Forgery, I 
mean ſo much of it as relates to the Place of 
her Confinement, and the Perſons who have 
been convicted on her Evidence ; I fay, if this 
ſhould appear, I don't in the leaſt doubt but 
ſuch a Scene of Combination will be laid open, 
as will amaze all Mankind, I am far from 
ſuppoſing that the Girl ever willingly came in- 


to ſuch iniquitous Meaſures ; yet if the con- 


victed , Perſons ſhould be found innocent, I 
may, without the Gift of Prophecy, venture 
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to preſage, that ſome wicked Perſons have 
contrived this Scheme, and prevailed upon 
her to enter into it, to ſerve ſome ſiniſter 
Views of their own. That ſhe has been cru- 
elly uſed by Somebody, and in ſome Place, is | 
beyond Diſpute ; but by whom, and where, is 
a Myſtery which Time only can diſcover : 
For at preſent, the Story is envelop'd with ſo 
many Difficulties and Improbabilities, that it's 
impoſſible to ſay with Certainty, where the 
Guilt ought to be fixed. 
Bu T how tender ſoever I may be of | inju- 
ring the Character of a young Woman who 
has always lived with Reputation unblemiſh- 
ed; and tho' I pay the greateſt Deference to 
the Opinion of Mr. Fielding, who is allowed 
to be as diſcerning a Magiſtrate as any in the 
Commiſſion ; yet, for the Sake of publick Juſ- 
tice, and the general Satisfaction, I fincerely 
hope and wiſh that the Innocent may be 
clear'd, let the Guilt fall where it may. | 

I MusT beg Mr. Fielding's Leave to dif- 
fer from him in another Point; and to do his 
Argument Juſtice, I ſhall quote his own 
Words. Atter having obſerved, that if it 
ſhould appear that a Perſon is illegally con- 
demned, the Gates of Mercy are ſtill open 
upon a proper and decent Application, he pro- 
ceeds thus, Whereas to reſort immediately to 
© the Publick by inflammatory Libels againſt 
the Juſtice of the Nation, to eſtabliſh a kind 
© of a Court of Appeal from this Juſtice in a 
© Bookſeller's Shop, to re-examine in News- 

© papers and 9 the Merits of Cauſes 

which, 
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which, after a fair and legal Trial, have al- 
ready received the ſolemn Determination of 
a Court of Judicature, to arraign the Con- 
duct of Magiſtrates, of Juries, and even of 
Judges, and this even with the moſt profli- 
gate Indecency, are the Effects of a Licen- 
© tiouſneſs to which no Government, jealous 
© of its own Honour, or indeed provident of 
© its own Safety, will ever indulge or ſub- 

© mit to. TEE 1 
HERE is a very warm Declamation upon 
ſome Injury or Diſcredit ſuppoſed to be offer d 
to the Dignity of our Laws, and the Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice, But however laudable his 
Zeal may be in Support of the Appendages of 
the Law, yet all his Rhetorick will not per- 
ſuade me, that any Affront or Indency has, in 
the Courſe of this Affair, been offered to our 
Courts, Magiſtrates or Judges. Are Magiſ- 
trates, Juries and Judges infallible ? How ma- 
ny Inſtances have been known where a wrong 
Verdict has been given, either thro' a Miſtake 
of the Identy of the Perſons accuſed, or the 
wiltul Perjury of the Witneſſes ? How often 
have the Innocent been brought to a ſhameful 
Death, and the Guilty acquitted ? And yet this 
has happen'd not from any Deficiency of our 
Laws, nor Want of Care and Circumſpection in 
the Magiſtrate to do Juſtice. Judges and Ju- 
ries muſt be governed by the Evidence ; the 
Heart of Man lies out of their Knowledge; 
and they can form their Judgment only from 
the Teſtimony that is. given. How tender 
ſoever they are of the Life of a Man, they muſt 
| | _ 
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be equally ſollicitous in puniſhing Offenders z 
and tis by this Equilibrity obſerved in our 
Courts of Juſtice, that our Lives, Liberties and 
Properties are ſecur d. And whenever it hap- 
pens, that thro' human Infirmity, or a Miſre- 
preſentation of the Caſe, they are miſled to 
give a wrong Judgment, on their being con- 
vinced of their Error, they are fo far from 
ſhewing any angry Reſentment againſt the 
Perſons who have been at the Pains to ſet them 
right, that they thank them for their Informa- 

tion, and are glad to be undeceived. | 
Bur on this Occaſion, it is inſinuated, there 
has appeared a very indecent Behaviour; he 
Publick has been reſorted to by inflammatory Li- 
bels againſt the Fuſtice of the Nation, &c. 
But how does this appear? Is it not well 
known, that even upon the Trial, there were 
many Gentlemen of diſtinguiſhed Senſe, who 
heard it, that greatly doubted the Truth of the 
Evidence? My Lord Mayor himſelf, who is 
the Chief Judge of that Court, and the other 
udges who attend him, no more than his 
Aſſeſſors or Aſſiſtants, was ſo far from being 
fatisfied with the Verdict that was given, that 
he would not permit any Report to be made, 

till he had fifted the Matter to the Bottom, 

HIS Lordſhip's Diſſatisfaction, and Earneſt- 
neſs to come at the Truth, was followed by a 
laudable Emulation in other Gentlemen to uſe 
their utmoſt Endeavours to unravel this myſte- 
rious Iniquity ; in Conſequence of which, ſuch 
Diſcoveries have been actually made, as ſhew 


there have been very bad Practices ſome where. 
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WHERE then are thoſe inflammatory Li- 
bels that have arraign'd the Juſtice of the 
Nation? Who have read or ſeen them? *Tis, 
true, the Matter has been canvaſs'd in the 
New's-Papers, and Gentlemen have us'd that 
Freedom, which every Briton is entitled to, 
of debating upon all publick Tranſa@ions. 

IT is no trifling Affair that has been the 
Object of theſe Debates and Contentions. 
The Life of a Subje is at Stake ; Sentence 
of Death is paſs'd upon her, for a Crime of 
which many imagine ſhe is not guilty. 'To 
come at the Truth of this, a free Enquiry, 
is abſolutely neceſſary; in the Courſe of 
which, if it ſhould be diſcover'd that any 
Magiſtrate or Miniſter of Juſtice has exceed» 
ed the Limits of his Duty, it is doing pub- 
lick Service to bring his Actions to the 
Light ; and he who is conſcious of his own 
Integrity, will never be afraid of the niceſt 
Scrutiny. 

Bur what thoſe Papers or Pamphlets were 
which this Gentleman had his Eye upon he 
has not told us; tho' I with, at leaſt from my 
own Satisfaction, he had pointed out thoſe 
Paſſages that have ſo greatly offended him, 
and raifed his Choler to ſuch an enormous 
Height, that the Conſequence might have 
been very dangerous to himſelf, and perhaps 
to his Family, had he not met with this 
lucky Opportunity to vent it. And as there 
is no Appearance of a Reflection upon the 
Judges Juries, or Adminiſtrators of Juſtice, 
in any of the Papers or Pamphlets, (and A 

thin 
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think I have read all) that have been pub- 
liſn'd, what could give Occaſion to this Strain 
of Rant, unleſs it were a Suppoſition, that 
the whole Body of Law and Juſtice was cen- 
ter'd in himſelf, and that an Arrow, levelt'd 
at him, muſt neceſſarily pierce the whole 
Adminiſtration ? 5 

Tnus I think it is clear, that nothing has 
been publiſh'd, canvaſs d, or debated on this 
important Occaſion, but what has been al- 
together conſiſtent with that Liberty which 
every Britiſh Subject enjoys, and, I hope, 
ever will enjoy, notwithſtanding this Gentle- 
man's loud Call upon the Government not zo 
indulge or ſubmit to it. 

Let us now proceed to the Conſideration 
of ſome other Parts of this Pamphlet. He 
fays, p. 25. It is an eftabliſh'd Point, that 
© Elizabeth Canning was not acquainted 
© with Mother Fells, or her Houſe, nor 
© was ever there, in any other Manner, than 
* ſhe herſelf has informed us, which is con- 
© firmed by Wells herſelf. From whence, 
© fays he, reſults an utter Impoſſibility; for 
© unleſs this poor Girl had been acquainted 
* with the Houſe, the Hayloft, the Pitcher, 
© £7. how was it poſſible ſhe could deſcribe 
© them all fo exactly as ſhe did, at her Re- 
© turn to her Mother, in the Preſence of ſuch 
© Numbers of People'? This he can account 
for but two Ways, namely, She muſt either 
have been there herſelf, or muſt have receiv- 
ed Information from others. As to the for- 
mer, Hells herſelf denies it, and as to the 
| latter, 
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latter, he Icaves us to gueſs, whether it was 
Hells, the Gypſey-woman, or Virtue Hall. 

As for my own Part, I am ſatisfy'd, that 
ſhe was inſtructed by none of them; but 
rather that this whole Scheme was laid and 
contriv'd by ſome profligate Wretches who 
have not yet been brought upon the Stage; 
and that it was a Combination of Villains 
who made uſe of this poor fly Girl (as the 
Author affects to call her) as their Inſtru- 
ment to carry ſome wicked Project into Exe- 
cution. If the Event ſhould ſhew this to be 
the Truth of the Caſe, then all the Difficul- 
ties and Improbabilities, which either this 
Gentleman, myſelf or any others have ſtarted 
upon this Occaſion, ceaſes of Courſe. 
Hur the Point on which he lays the 
main Streſs, and which he aſſerts as a Fact 
unanſwerable, is this: * That Virtue Hall 
had never ſeen or heard the Evidence of 
tuis Elizabeth Canning at the Time 
when ſhe made her own Information, nay, 
had ſhe heard it repeated, That ſhe ſhould 
be able at a Diſtances of Time, to retain 
every particular Circumſtance fo exactly, as 
to make it tally in the Manner her Informa- 
tion doth with that of/7r7ue Hall, is a Sup- 
poſition in the higheſtDegree abſurd.” Hence 
it follows, that as there was ſuch an exact 
Conformity between the Evidence given by 
Hall and Canning without any previous 
Conſultation, the Fact is cſtabliſhed by both, 
for J allow, that after Canning had made her 
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Eſcape, there is no Reaſon to believe there 
any Correſpondence between them. 

IT wILL allow too, that Hall did not hear 
the Hiſtory of the Fact, when Canning rela- 
ted it to Juſtice Ty/hemaker : But, give me 
Leave to obſerve, ſhe herſelf was examined 
by the Juſtice. And what may we ſuppofe 
was the Purport of the Queſtions he put 
to her ? Was it not in Relation to what ſhe 
knew of the robbing and confining of Can- 
ning? Moſt certainly it was, for the Au- 
thor himſelf tells us, that the there affirmed 
ſhe knew nothing of the Matter. 
II is likewiſe plain, that Hall heard all 
the Examinations of the other Parties that 
were taken by the ſaid Juſtice; and was pre- 
ſent when the Commitments were made for 
the two Women. Now, is it not reaſona- 
ble to ſuppole, that all the Parties taken into 
Cuſtody, were examined upon the Facts that 
were related apart to the Juſtice by Can- 
ning? And if ſhe heard all, it follows that 
ſhe muſt neceſſarily be inform'd of the Par- 
ticulars of the Story, even at that Time. 

Bur farther, it's obſervable, that upon 
HalPs being diſcharged by Juſtice Tyſhema- 
ker, ſhe went Home to Mother Hello's 
Houſe, where ſhe remained till taken up 
upon Juſtice Fielding's Warrant, which was 
near a Fortnight afterwards. In all which 
Time, who can doubt but her natural Cu- 
rioſity and Inquiſitivenefs prompted her to 
inform herſelf of the Nature of the Crimes of 
which her Miſtreſs and the Gipſcy-woman 
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were accuſed, and perhaps with a View to 
ſerve them; for it does not appear that ſhe 
retained any Reſcntment or Malice aga inſt 
either of them; and yet ſhe was the princi- 
pal Evidence againſt both. 

FrRoM this Account of the Affair, it's 
evident that Hall had Opportunities enough 
to acquaint herſelf with all the Particulars of 
the Story, withour ſuppoſing the leaſt Inti- 
macy or Correſpondence between Canning 
and her. And therefore, the Conſequence 
which the Author draws, © that the Fact 
< muſt be true, becauſe it is impoſſible that 
« theſe Girls ſhould have previouſly con- 
* certed their Evidence between themiclves,” 
_ ceaſes of Courſe. 

I T has been obſerved, on the other Side, 
that Virtue Hall, on her Recantation, declar'd, 
That the Reaſon of her giving her Evidence a- 
gainſt Squrres and Wells in her Examination 
before the Juſtice, was, becauſe ſhe was frigh- 
tened into it, In anſwer to this, Mr. Fielding 
declares, that at firſt, when the ſeemed to be 
under great Fear and Apprehenſion, he endea- 
voured to ſoothe and com fort her, and uſed 
the ſofteſt Language in order to bring her to 
an ingenuous Confeſſion; but after be found 
her guilty of ſo many Prevarications and Con- 


tradictions, he told her, he would examine 


© her no longer, and leave her to ſtand or fall 
© bythe Evidence againſt her, and adviſed Mr, 
Salt to proſecute her as a Felon, together 


with the Gipſey-woman. 
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Tas Juſtice would have done well to have 
told us what thoſe Prevar:ications and Contra- 
diftions were, which, he ſays, ſhe was guilty 
of, But fince he has not given the World that 
Satisfaction, but has left People wholly to their 
own Conjectures, he muſt not blame us for 
ſurmiſing, that when ſhe could not be brought 
by gentle Means to contradict the Declaration 
ſhe had before made to Juſtice Ty/bemaker, 
that ſhe knew nothing of the Matter, he then 
uſed that threatening Language above-men- 
tioned ; which, to a poor timorous Woman, 
who dreaded the Horrors of a Jail, and whoſe 
culpable Converſation in other Reſpects, ſhe 
apprehended, might bring her into Danger, I 
muſt needs fay, was terrifying enough; and 
which, it is plain, brought her to make that 
Confeflion which we find in her Information 
againſt Squires and Wells, and which the 
ſwore to as ſoon as it could be drawn up, which 
J think was about two Hours afterwards. 

ANOTHER ſtrange Circumſtance, which, he 
ſays, will attend the Caſe of Elizabeth Canning, 
if it ſhould be admitted to be a Forgery, 1s, 
* That ſhe ſhould charge the Gipſey-woman, 
* when ſhe muſt have known the Woman 
could prove an Alibi (that ſhe was elſewhere) 
and not Syſannah Wells, who could have no 
© ſuch Proof.“ Yet, ſtrange as this 1s, in the 
next Paragraph, he allows it conſiſtent enough 
with Canning's Character, whom he all along 
repreſents as @ poor ſimple Child. 

Bur farther; this Gentleman mentions ano- 


ther T hing of no ſmall Importance, and 
which, 
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which, in Truth, has given Riſe to all this 
Poſt-Controverſy. He ſays, © that ſince the 
Trial he was informed, that a great Number 
of Affidavits, proving that the Gipſey- 
woman was at Abbetsbury in Dorſetſhire, at 
the very Time when Elizabeth Canning had 
* ſworn ſhe was robbed by her at Enfeld- 
* Waſh, were arrived at my Lord Mayor's 
Office. But as he ſeems cautious of enlarg- 
ing upon this Head, he muſt excuſe me if I 
remind him of ſome particular Circumſtances 
relating to theſe Affidavits. And as the In- 
ſpector has open'd the Scene pretty largely, I 
ſhall quote a few Paſlages from him, which 
will ſerve to ſhew the Nature, Import, and Au- 
thority of theſe Affidavits. 
Tu us he writes: © It was poſſible, tho' not 
at all to be imagined, that the Mary Squires 
{worn to by Canning, and the Mary Squires 
mentioned in thoſe Affida vits, might be dif- 
ferent Perſons of the ſame Name. To aſ- 
certain the Truth in this Reſpect, two Men 
of unexceptionable Character, and whole 
very Looks and Manner demand Credit, ha- 
ving come up from Abbotsbury on Purpoſe, 
and having this Morning, (March 13) viſit- 
ed Mary Squires in Priſon, have ſince ſworn, 
that they ſaw her at Abbotsbury on the firſt 
of January, New Stile, and from that Time 
till the 1oth of the ſame Month, and that 
ſhe is the identical Mary $quires mentioned 
in the Affidavits and Certificates which had 
been ſent up before, 
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He farther adds, © that there are now in my 
Lord Mayor's Poſſeſſion, the Certificates of 
* fixteen Perſons of Abbotsbury, taken before 
the Mayor of Dorcheſter ; beſides which, 
eight Perſons from Enfield-Waſh, have given 
their Oaths before his Lordſhip ; ſupported 
likewiſe by the Letters of Mr. Villis, the 
Under-Sheriff of Dorſetſbire, and Mr, Harris 
the Vicar of Abbotsbury, two worthy Per- 
ſons, who have been happily induſtrious in 
this Diſcovery; and in the whole, there is 
not a fingle Inconſiſtency: They all concur 
to prove that Mary Squires was not, nor 
could be at Enfield-Waſh, at, or of a long 
Time after the Day of the pretended Robbe- 
ry; and tho from ſuch a Variety of Perſons 
* pnknown to one another, they agree in every 
* Thing ; not in the material Articles only, 
* but in the moſt ſlight and trivial.” 

'Tr1s ſeems to ſpeak ftrongly in Favour of 
Mary Squires. But that Mr. Fielding may ſee 
we act impartially; we ſhall add here what he 
has inſerted in the laſt Paragraph of his Book. 
He tells us there, That on Sunday the 18th 
* Inſtant, he read over a great Number of Ath- 
* davits corroborating the whole Evidence of 
Canning, and contradicting the Alibi Evi- 
* dence of the Gipſey- woman; that theſe Af- 
* fidavits are by unqueſtionable Witneſſes, and 
* ſworn before three worthy Juſtices of the 


County of Mzddleſex, who live in the Neigh- 


* bourhood of Enfield-Waſh. 


So that we are like to have a fine Diſn of 
Swearing toſs d up for a Regale of tender Con- 


ſciences! 
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feiences ! Both Parties are ſtrong, numerous, 
and reſolute. On the Part of S$quzres ap- 
pear fixteen Certificates, and ſix Affid avits 
from Abbotsbury ; the Oaths of eight Per- 
ſons from Enfield-Waſh; the Evidence of 
two Men who came out of the Country on 


. Purpoſe, beſides the Letters of the Under- 


Sheriff and Vicar. On the other Side ſtand 
ranged three and twenty Affidavits (for fo I 
read in the News-papers, tho' Mr. Field 
ing has not mentioned their Number) corro- 
borating the Evidence of Canning, and con- 
tradicting the Alibi Defence of the Gipſey- 
woman; all by unqueſtionable Witneſſes, and 


fore before three Juſtices of the Peace, 


'Tis true, I don't find among them either a 
Vicar or an Under-ſheriff, z. e. an Attorney; 
but perhaps ſo much the better; for they 


commonly do a Cauſe more Harm than Good, 


by rendering it ten Times more intricate 

than it would be without their meddling. 
Mg. Fielding will excuſe one Remark 
that I ſhall make in this Place. He ſays, 
” Theſe Aﬀidavits corroborate the whole 
Evidence of Canning. Now IT will not 
ſtretch this Aſſertion beyond the Limits he 
no doubt intended it ; that is, I ſhall con- 
fine it to the Hardſhips. and Confinement of 
Canning in Wellss Houſe. Now, will 
theſe Perſons ſwear poſitively, or even col- 
laterally (if I may be allow'd the Expreſſion) 
by certain and ſelf-evident Signs, Tokens, 
and Circumſtances, that .E/; zabeth Canning 
was brought to that Houle at lower” o Clock 
in 
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in the Morning, was robb'd there of her Stays 


by Squires, that ſhe was puſh'd up into a 
Hay loft, confin'd there a Month, and oblig'd 
to live upon Bread and Water, and at Jaft 
made her Eſcape thro a Window? For this 


is the Sum and Subſtance of Canning's Evi- 


dence with regard to her Treatment at 
Hellss Houſe: All which Tranſanctions, 
according to her Account, No-body was 
privy to, but thoſe immediately concern'd 
in the Buſineſs, that is, herſz1f Hall, 
Squires, and Nells, and the reſt that were 
then preſent... 73 

Ix then this Affair ſhould happen to turn 
out as I have repreſented it; if when this 
Myſtery is fully unravell'd, it ſhould ap- 
pear that the Scheme was contriv'd and car- 
ried on by a quite different Set of Perſons 
than have been yet queſtion'd about it, and 
if Mr. Fielding himſelf, ſagacious as he is, has 
been impos'd upon; can we enough lament 
the unhappy Condition of thoſe two unfor- 
tunate Wretches now in Newgate * One has 
already ſuffer'd the moſt ignominious Puniſh- 
ment our LTaws can inflict, except that of 
the Gallows. The other muſt have ſuffer'd 
in herſelf, all the Horrors of Death, to 
which ſhe is condemn'd, except the executive 
Part of it, which is but tranſient and ſoon 
over. I can't help being of Opinion, that 
their Sufferings, in ſome Reſpect are more 
ſevere than all the Hardſhips Canning un- 
derwent, by whomſocver or whereſoe ver in- 
fliged upon her. What ſheſuffer'd was by the 
a Violence 
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Violence and Cruelty of ſome hardened Wretches, 
but ſtill unattended with Circumſtances of Shame 


and Ignominy to herſelf as yet appears. Whereas 


Wells and Squires have been forced to ſubmit to all 
the Rigours of the Law, for Crimes of which they 
are wholly Innocent; to which may be added, the 
Miſeries of a long Impriſonment. Do not Afflic- 
tions like theſe penetrate the very Soul, and add a 
Weight to all the other Burdens of Life? 
VARIOUS Methods have been taken to unravel 
this intricate Affair, and bring the Truth to Light. 
At the Inſtance of my Lord Mayor, the Secreta- 
ries of State informed his Majeſty of the Grounds 
there were to believe, and the Suſpicions People 
entertained, that a wrong Sentence had paſſed a- 
upon Mary Squires and Suſanna Wells. Upon 
which his Majeſty out of his tender Regard for the 
Lives of his Subjects, ordered their Cale to be re- 
referred to the Conſideration of the Attorney and 
Solicitor General, that they might ſtrictly exa- 
mine all the Circumſtances of it, and give him 
their Opinion upon the Whole. 
AccoRDINGLY theſe Gentlemen proceeded on 
it with the utmoſt Caution and Circumſpection, 
ſcrutinizing very minutely every Part of the Evi- 
dence that had been given at the Trial, as well as 
the Diſcoveries that have been ſince made, which 
contradicted the principal Facts that were then 


* 


fworn, | 

. WnriLE this Affair was under their Delibera- 
tion, a Seſſions was held in April laſt, at Juſtice- 
Hall, in the Old-Bailey; when a Bill of Indictment 
for Perjury was preferr'd to the Grand Jury againſt 
Canning; and at the fame Time another Bill 
of Indictment was laid againſt the three Wit- 
neſſes from Abbotsbury for the like Crime. 
The Grand Jury ſat ſeveral Days upon it; but 


finding that the Witneſſes for the one abſolutely 
contradicted 
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contradicted the Evidence for the other, in » Gans 
of the moſt material Facts ſworn to, they diſmiſſed 


both the Bills. 


TRE Attorney and Saliciear General, finding 
they could receive no new Lights or Afſiftance 


from ſuch contradictory Evidence, to direct their 


Judgment, with great Humanity, gave their 


Opinion in Favour of the ſuppoſed Criminals; in 
Conſequence of which Mary Squires received his | 
Majeſty's moſt gracious Pardon. 

Bur that a Matter of this Moment might not 
ſleep i in ſuch Uncertainty, the Attorney and Soli- 


eitor- General had Directions to uſe all poſſible 


Means, for the ſake. of publick Juſtice, to 4+ + 
a Detection of the real Offenders, Accordingly, 
at the laſt Seſſions in June, they ordered a Bill of 
Indictment for Perjury to be laid againſt Canning ; 

and the Grand Jury returned the Bil found: On 
the other Side, $7 Friends of Canning preferred 
a Bill againſt the three Men of Abbotsbury, for 
the like Crime, which was likewiſe found, upon 


Wy the Evidence given by the Witneſſes fr OM Endield- 


#ajs, who: ſwore, that Squires, was at Wells's 
Houſe, and in that Neighbourhood for ſeveral 


Days in the Beginning of January laſt, the Time 


when the Robbery was alledged to be committed. 
The Jury found both theſe Bills, notwithſtanding 
the Contradiction in the Evidence, that ſo upon 
«the Trial of the two Indictments, the Truth may 
poſſibly at length be diſcovered, and as the qaly 
We that ſeems > I for that End. $ bon 


